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10 Years / 20 Years

July 19, 2000: Sun announces OpenOffice.org
Sept 28, 2010: OpenOffice.org community announces LibreOffice



Timeline

35 years since Marco Börries releases
the first version of StarWriter in 1985



SEPTEMBER 28, 2010
OpenOffice.org Community announces

The Document Foundation

The community of volunteers developing and 
promoting OpenOffice.org sets up an independent 

Foundation to drive the further growth of the project

The brand "LibreOffice" has been chosen for the 
software going forward





Gamalielsson, J. and Lundell, B. (2011) Open Source communities for long-term 
maintenance of digital assets: what is offered for ODF & OOXML?, in Hammouda, I. 
and Lundell, B. (Eds.) Proceedings of SOS 2011: Towards Sustainable Open Source, 

Tampere University of Technology, Tampere, ISBN 978-952-15-2718-0, ISSN 1797-836X.



Roadmap to the Future …
• Time based, six-monthly release train …

• Synchronised with the Linux distributions cadence
• i.e. a normal Free Software project
• Rapid fire, (monthly) bug-fix release on stable branch



The Document Foundation



The Document Foundation

Founding Principles
COPYLEFT LICENSE

NO CONTRIBUTOR AGREEMENT
MERITOCRACY

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE
VENDOR INDEPENDENCE



LibreOffice Main Asset



Incredible Easy Hacks



Huge Mentoring Effort
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• Completed re-write
of legacy perl + dmake
build system …

• Carl Fogel: "LibreOffice
is now ridiculously easy
to build"

GNUmake: 1 make to build ~10k wide
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Systematic Load Crash Testing



Callgrind Based Automated Testing



German Comment Translation
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Git Commits by Organization

37.01%

28.58%

21.45%

6.27%
4.16%

LibreOffice Git Commits (Last Two Years)

Collabora
Volunteers
RedHat
CIB
TDF
Munich
SIL
Others



Coverity Scan Score 2020
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Google’s OSS-Fuzz



Commits Based on Fuzzing
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Achievements
• Reduced footprint of the software
• Undertaken long awaited code renovation
• Removed tens of thousands lines of dead code
• Removed deprecated libraries
• Translated majority of German comments to English
• Many other code renovation actions
• Modernization/improvement of the user interface
• ALL: paying down substantial technical debt





Ask Q&A and Comments

March 2018 – February 2020



Bugzilla Issues by Status

March 2018 – February 2020



Community by Numbers
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LibreOffice Community



Native-Language Communities
• Localization teams are growing (Weblate stats)

• 145 active languages
• ~119 shipping languages
• 4605 users
• 404532 translations made

• Thanks to so many for their hard work translating !



LibOCon Paris 2011



LibOCon Berlin 2012



LibOCon Milan 2013



LibOCon Bern 2014



LibOCon Aarhus 2015



LibOCon Brno 2016



LibOCon Rome 2017



LibOCon Tirana 2018



LibOCon Almería 2019



LibreOffice User Base Estimate

In term of number of users worldwide, we provide the following 
estimate based on a global number of PC users between 2 and 3 
billion (88% Windows, 9% macOS, 3% Linux):
● 100% of desktop Linux users (between 60 and 90 million)
● 10% of desktop Windows users (between 176 and 264 million)
● 10% of desktop macOS users (between 18 and 27 million)
So, we pick the lower figure of 254 million users worldwide, and we 
further reduce it by 20% to 200 million users worldwide to account 
for some duplications.



LibreOffice Versions
• Desktop (TDF)
• LTS (Collabora & CIB)
• Online (TDF, Collabora & CIB)
• Android (Collabora)
• iOS & Apple Store (Collabora)
• Windows Store (CIB)



Open Document Format

the true document standard
which offers freedom of choice





Document Formats

● Pseudo standard for document formats
● Microsoft Office document format (OOXML)
● DOC, DOCX, XLS, XLSX, PPT, PPTX

● True standard for document formats
● Open Document Format, native document format of 

LibreOffice and many other software (including Microsoft 
Office)

● ODT (text), ODS (spreadsheet), ODP (presentation)



LibreOffice as Shakespeare

2017 to 2020
<text:p text:style-name="P1">To be, or not to be,
that is the question</text:p>



MS Office as Shakespeare (2017)

<w:t>To be</w:t>
<w:t>,</w:t>
<w:t xml:space="preserve"> or not to be</w:t>
<w:t>,</w:t>
<w:t xml:space="preserve"> that </w:t>
<w:t>is the question</w:t>



MS Office as Shakespeare (2018)

<w:t>To be</w:t>
<w:t>, or</w:t>
<w:t xml:space="preserve"> not to be</w:t>
<w:t>,</w:t>
<w:t xml:space="preserve"> that is the</w:t>
<w:t xml:space="preserve"> question</w:t>



MS Office as Shakespeare (2019)

<w:t>To be</w:t>
<w:t>,</w:t>
<w:t xml:space="preserve"> or not to be, that </w:t>
<w:t>is the question</w:t>



MS Office as Shakespeare (2020)

<w:t xml:space="preserve">To be, or </w:t>
<w:t>not</w:t>
<w:t xml:space="preserve"> to be, </w:t>
<w:t>that</w:t>
<w:t xml:space="preserve"> </w:t>
<w:t>is</w:t>
<w:t xml:space="preserve"> the question.</w:t>
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ODF (LibreOffice)
● Writer

fo:color="#FF0000"
● Calc

fo:color="#FF0000"
● Impress

fo:color="#FF0000"

OOXML (MS Office)
● Word

w:color w:val="FF0000"
● Excel

color rgb="FFFF0000"
● PowerPoint

a:srgbClr val="FF0000"

Brain & Computer



Document Vulnerabilities in 2011



Document Vulnerabilities in 2018

Source: Kaspersky Labs



Thanks

Italo Vignoli
The Document Foundation

italo@libreoffice.org
italo@vignoli.org


